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Inspection of a good school: Beam 
Primary School 
Oval Road North, Dagenham, Essex RM10 9ED 

 
  
Inspection dates: 6–7 November 2019 
 

Outcome 
 
Beam Primary School continues to be a good school. 

 

What is it like to attend this school? 
 
Pupils feel safe and enjoy coming to school. Parents said that their children are happy 
there. Leaders care very much about pupils and have positive relationships with the local 
community.  
 
Leaders have high ambitions for all pupils. Pupils have lots of opportunities to improve 
their communication skills. Pupils spoke to us confidently and clearly and were keen to tell 
us about their school. 
 
Pupils enjoy going on interesting and exciting educational visits. They were very 
enthusiastic, telling us all they had learned through working with the Royal Ballet and  
from recent trips, such as to the Royal Shakespeare Company and a local zoo. 
 
Pupils said that bullying is rare. If they are worried, they have an adult in the school who they 
can talk to and who will help. Behaviour is good because leaders have high expectations of 
pupils. Leaders have introduced a ‘playground buddies’ system and this works well, often 
resolving conflicts. Pupils conduct themselves well around the school and show positive 
attitudes to learning in lessons. Pupils are polite and courteous to adults and each other. 
Pupils respond well to adults’ instructions because of the positive relationships they have 
with staff.  
 

What does the school do well and what does it need to do better? 
 
Leaders have undertaken a review of the subjects that pupils study. They identified where 
improvements were needed. Plans are now in place for what pupils will learn and 
remember and how they will build on their knowledge. In the majority of subjects, this is 
working well. For example, leaders have improved planning in history. Teachers receive 
training so that they know how historical themes link together. Pupils develop their skills 
and knowledge so that they are well prepared to continue their studies at secondary 
school.  
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Leaders have recently introduced a new scheme for mathematics. This provides a clearer 
progression in the development of pupils’ knowledge, skills and understanding, and a 
greater focus on mathematical vocabulary. This is working well so that pupils continue to 
achieve highly in mathematics. Children in the early years benefit from a curriculum that 
gives them a positive start to learning mathematics. 
 
The planning of the curriculum in music, modern foreign languages and  
design and technology does not cover all the knowledge that pupils should learn.  
Consequently, pupils in these subjects do not achieve as well as they are capable of 
achieving. 
 
Leaders are ambitious for the development of all pupils’ reading, including those with 
special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). In the early years, leaders ensure 
that children gain and develop their knowledge and skills in phonics as soon as they start 
at school. Teachers check that pupils read books that match their ability, enabling them to 
practise what they know and develop a love of reading. Disadvantaged children read to a 
similar standard to their classmates. Staff receive training in teaching phonics throughout 
the school so that pupils who fall behind catch up quickly.  
 
Staff surveys indicate that staff feel well supported by school leaders. They appreciate their 
training and being allocated time to complete their responsibilities.  
 
Pupils behave well. They move around the school in an orderly manner and react very 
well to adults’ directions. The school is a calm environment where children and pupils are 
attentive and motivated to learn. Bullying and low-level disruption in lessons are rare. 
 
Leaders make sure that pupils’ experiences at school broaden their outlook. Leaders 
provide pupils with valuable opportunities to visit interesting places locally and nationally. 
Pupils’ knowledge of the wider world is enriched through reading high-quality books. 
Parents said that they appreciate the non-fiction books that their children read, because 
these give them a balanced view of the world.  
 

Safeguarding 
 
The arrangements for safeguarding are effective. Leaders, including governors, ensure 
that a culture of safeguarding is promoted throughout the school. They use their training 
on safer recruitment to ensure the required checks are made of all staff. Leaders make 
timely referrals to appropriate agencies so that pupils receive support quickly. 
 
Pupils told me that they have training to keep safe on the internet, including the risks of cyber 
bullying. They receive advice that is appropriate for their age. Pupils are given accurate 
information on how to stay safe, and they know what to do if they are worried.   
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What does the school need to do to improve? 
 
(Information for the school and appropriate authority) 
 

 Leaders have recently reviewed the school’s curriculum offer. Improvements have 
been made. We noticed that leaders’ improvements to planning in mathematics 
have led to pupils broadening their knowledge. In some subjects, the planning and 
sequencing of the curriculum are not yet sufficiently coherent. Leaders must make 
sure that in modern foreign languages, design and technology and music the 
curriculum is broad and at least covers the breadth of the national curriculum. 

 The school’s curriculum is not yet sufficiently coherently planned and sequenced in 
some subjects. However, it is clear from the actions that leaders have already 
taken to plan next year’s curriculum and train staff in how to deliver it that they 
are in the process of bringing this about. 

 

Background 
 
When we have judged a school to be good we will then normally go into the school about 
once every four years to confirm that the school remains good. This is called a section 8 
inspection of a good school or non-exempt outstanding school. We do not give graded 
judgements on a section 8 inspection. However, if we find some evidence that the school 
could now be better than good or that standards may be declining, then the next 
inspection will be a section 5 inspection. Usually this is within one to two years of the date 
of the section 8 inspection. If we have serious concerns about safeguarding, behaviour or 
the quality of education, we will convert the section 8 inspection to a section 5 inspection 
immediately. 
 
This is the second section 8 inspection since we judged Beam Primary School to be good 
on 24 May 2011.  
 

How can I feed back my views? 
 
You can use Ofsted Parent View to give Ofsted your opinion on your child’s school, or to 
find out what other parents and carers think. We use Ofsted Parent View information 
when deciding which schools to inspect, when to inspect them and as part of their 
inspection. 
 
The Department for Education has further guidance on how to complain about a school. 
 
If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted. 
 

Further information 
 
You can search for published performance information about the school. 
 
In the report, ‘disadvantaged pupils’ refers to those pupils who attract government pupil 

https://parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/complain-about-school
https://www.gov.uk/complain-ofsted-report
http://www.compare-school-performance.service.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/guidance/pupil-premium-information-for-schools-and-alternative-provision-settings
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premium funding: pupils claiming free school meals at any point in the last six years and 
pupils in care or who left care through adoption or another formal route. 
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School details 
 

Unique reference number 101202 

Local authority Barking and Dagenham 

Inspection number 10110428 

Type of school Primary 

School category Community school 

Age range of pupils 3 to 11 

Gender of pupils Mixed 

Number of pupils on the school roll 606 

Appropriate authority The governing body 

Chair of governing body Sevim Ekmekci 

Headteacher Miss Tracey Whittington 

Website www.beamcountyprimaryschool.co.uk 

Date of previous inspection 15 March 2016 

 

Information about this school 
 
The headteacher took up her post in September 2015.  
 
 

Information about this inspection 
 
 We met with the headteacher, senior leaders, members of staff, members of the 

governing body and with a representative of the local authority. 

 We did deep dives in these subjects: reading, mathematics and history. For each of 
these subjects, we held discussions with senior leaders, visited lessons, spoke with 
staff and pupils and looked at pupils’ work.  

 We spoke to pupils, parents and staff about the school’s work to keep pupils safe. We 
considered records and documentation, along with the school’s single central record of 
staff suitability checks. 

 

 

 

file:///C:/Users/jsnhg/Downloads/www.beamcountyprimaryschool.co.uk
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Inspection team 

 

Jason Hughes, lead inspector Ofsted Inspector 

Pauline MacMillan Ofsted Inspector 
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children’s Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 

people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 

inspects childcare and children’s social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 

training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 

children’s services, and inspects services for children looked after, safeguarding and 

child protection. 
 

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk. 

 
You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 

or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 

visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 

psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk. 
 

This publication is available at http://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/. 

 
Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 

information and updates:  
http://eepurl.com/iTrDn. 

 

Piccadilly Gate 
Store Street 

Manchester 
M1 2WD 

 
T: 0300 123 1231 

Textphone: 0161 618 8524 

E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk 
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted 
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