
Year 1 (age 5-6) 







 

A Bear Called Paddington  
Michael Bond  
 
A bear on Paddington Station? said Mrs Brown in amazement. Don't be silly -- there 
can't be. The Browns first met Paddington on a railway station -- Paddington station, 
in fact. He had travelled all the way from Darkest Peru with only a jar of 
marmalade, a suitcase and his hat. The Browns soon find that Paddington is a very 
unusual bear. Ordinary things -- like having a bath, travelling underground or going 
to the seaside become quite extraordinary, if a bear called Paddington is involved.  

!

 

Cops and Robbers 
Allan Ahlberg  
 
The robbers of London town plan a desperate crime one Christmas Eve - to steal 
all the toys they can lay their hands on! Fortunately, the robbers meet their 
match in brave Officer Pugh who leaps into action and arrests the villains - all 
except Grandma Swagg who manages to get away.  

!

 

Don't Forget the Bacon  
Pat Hutchins  
 
A young boy sets out to do the shopping, determined to remember his 
simple list but as the sights and sounds of town distract him he finds 
himself in a terrible muddle. Ages 5-7  

!

 

Fungus the Bogeyman  
Raymond Briggs  
 
Life in Bogeydom is full of snot, smells, slime, scum and other unspeakable 
things, and Bogeymen live under the ground revelling in all the nastiness 
imaginable. Briggs has created a whole new world in this sophisticated cartoon-
strip picture book for older children which will entice the most reluctant of 
readers into books.  

!













 

Funnybones  
Allan Ahlberg, Janet Ahlberg  
 
This is the first book in the Funnybones series and introduces the skeletons - a 
big skeleton, a little skeleton and a dog skeleton. They live in a dark dark cellar 
of a dark dark house on a dark dark hill and so the word repetition continues 
through this lighthearted story for early readers. The skeletons venture out of 
their cellar one night to find someone to scare, but everyone is in bed so they 
amuse themselves by scaring each other and playing with the skeleton animals 
that live in the zoo.  

!

 

Hairy Maclary from Donaldson's Dairy  
Lynley Dodd  
 
This bestselling story has now been brilliantly adapted for audio CD 
and there are two readings - the first is a straight reading with music 
and the second has a 'special sound' to indicate where to turn the page 
as you read along. Hairy Maclary goes off for a walk with a few of his 
friends - and comes up against a nasty surprise, in the shape of the cat 
Scarface Claw, who chases the dogs away.  

!

 

Leon and the Place Between  
Angela McAllister, Grahame Baker-
Smith  
 

!

 

Mister Magnolia  
Quentin Blake 
 
Mr Magnolia has only one boot. He has an old trumpet that goes rooty-toot - 
And two lovely sisters who play on the flute - But Mr Magnolia has only one 
boot. In this wittily rhyming picture book, Mr Magnolia has a full and happy life 
except for one serious omission - a boot. But one day, he receives a mysterious 
parcel, and at last Mr Magnolia can splash in the puddles with everyone else!  

!











 

My Cat Likes to Hide in Boxes  
Eve Sutton, Lynley Dodd  
 
Lots of cats all around the world do exciting things like fly aeroplanes or 
play the violin - but my cat, an ordinary round-the-house cat, likes to hide in 
boxes. Children will love joining in with this fun rhyming story that is just 
right for beginner readers.  

!

 

Owl Babies  
Martin 
Waddell 
 
 

!

 

The Cat in the Hat Green Back Book  
Dr. Seuss 
 
When the Cat in the Hat steps in on the mat, Sally and her brother are in for a 
roller-coaster ride of havoc and mayhem! The Cat can rescue them from a dull 
rainy day, but it means lots of thrills and spills along the way. The wonderfully 
anarchic Cat in the Hat is one of the most popular characters in children's fiction, 
and this book is ideal for budding readers to tackle on their own.  

!

 

The Emperor of Absurdia 
Chris Riddell 
 
Welcome to Absurdia: a strange and wonderful land where nothing is quite 
what it seems. Trees are birds, umbrellas are trees, and the sky is thick with 
snoring fish. Join one small boy as he tumbles out of bed into a crazy 
dreamland of wardrobe monsters, dragons and amazing adventure. This 
gloriously rich and beautiful picture book comes from a uniquely talented artist 
at the height of his powers. With a story to enchant the youngest reader, and 
pictures to gasp and pore over whatever your age, it is an extraordinary 
achievement and one to savour.











 

The Hodgeheg  
Dick King-Smith  
 
Max is a hedgehog who lives with his family in a nice little home, but unfortunately 
on the wrong side of the road from the Park, with its beautiful lily pond, and more 
importantly its juicy slugs, worms and snails! The busy road is a dangerous barrier 
but Max notices that humans seem to cross it quite easily. If they can, why can't 
hedgehogs? So Max sets out on a quest to find a safe way to reach the Park. His first 
attempt ends in a nasty bump on the head, and Max finds when he tries to speak his 
words are all mixed up. He is now a Hodgeheg, not a hedgehog, but he is still 
determined to fulfil his mission. After some careful detective work, Max eventually 
discovers the best way to cross the road - with the help of the lollipop lady, of 
course!  

!

 

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark  
Jill Tomlinson  
 
Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl there ever was, except for one 
thing--he is afraid of the dark. Dark is nasty he says and so he won't go hunting with 
his parents. Mrs. Barn Owl sends him down from his nest-hole to ask about the dark 
and he meets a little boy waiting for the fireworks to begin, an old lady, a scout out 
camping, a girl who tells him about Father Christmas, a man with a telescope, and a 
black cat who takes him exploring. He realizes that through these encounters that 
dark is super after all.  

!

 

We're Going on a Bear Hunt  
Michael Rosen  
 
Follow the family's excitement as they wade through the grass, splash 
through the river and squelch through the mud in search of the bear. 
What a surprise awaits in the cave on the other side of the dark forest.  

!

 

Where the Wild Things Are 
Maurice Sendak  
 
The story of Max's adventures when he sails away to the land where the 
wild things are has become an acknowledged classic of children's 
books. This book is the winner of the Caldecott Medal for the Most 
Distinguished Picture Book of the Year, 1964.  

!




