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A Dog So Small 
Philippa Pearce 
 
Ben Blewitt is desperate for a dog. He's picked out the biggest and best dogs from 
the books in the library - and he just knows he's going to get one for his birthday. 
Ben is excited when the big day arrives, but he receives a picture of a dog instead of 
a real one! But the imagination can be a powerful thing, and when Ben puts his to 
work, his adventures really begin!  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Alice's Adventures in Wonderland  
Lewis Carroll, Philip Pullman  
 
Join Alice as she travels through Wonderland and meets a host of bizarre 
characters including the White Rabbit and the March Hare. Featuring Sir John 
Tenniel's original illustrations coloured by Harry Theaker and Diz Wallis, this is a 
beautiful edition of the ever-popular story, which will delight a new generation of 
readers. This title is a stunning new full-colour trade paperback edition of this 
children's classic.  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Beowulf 
Kevin Crossley-Holland  
 
This is the story of a young man who travelled far across the sea to fight two 
terrifying monsters - one who could rip a man apart and drink his blood, the other 
who lived like a sea-wolf at the bottom of a dark, blood-stained lake. His name 
was Beowulf, and his story was written down in Anglo-Saxon in the eighth 
century. Kevin Crossley-Holland retells the story for children in strong, 
rhythmical prose, with striking illustrations by Charles Keeping 
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I Was a Rat! Or, the Scarlet slippers  
Philip Pullman  
 
When a small boy turns up on Bob and Joan's doorstep unable to say much except 'I 
was a rat', the kindly couple adopt him. It seems strange but Bob reads about odder 
things every day in his newspaper. To them, the sunny little chap is Roger, and he's 
trying hard to adapt to human life. But when he gets lost and ends up on the run, 
other people, egged on by their newspapers, are quick to see him as the Monster, a 
rodent fiend who could terrorise the town. Only a friend in a very high place could 
save Roger from the authorities who are determined to exterminate him- Cleverly 
















 

Lost! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog 
Jeremy Strong 
 
Streaker the dog is lost. And not just a bit lost, but really lost! It wasn't even her 
fault! She wanted to protect some pies from the pie robber and suddenly she's miles 
from home and two-legged Trevor and she has to make friends with a cat. A cat! But 
it gets a lot hairier when they find themselves face-to-face with a baboon ...For the 
first time ever, Streaker tells her incredible adventures in her own words - and very 
funny words they are too. Rowan Clifford's illustrations add to the chaotic fun.  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Lunatics and Luck 
Marcus Sedgwick  
 
Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar the 
raven, and discover the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. Solstice and Cudweed are 
appalled to find their father has appointed a new school master. But things get even 
worse when the grumpy, viciously mean teacher actually arrives. The Otherhand 
children are sure there's something more to him than meets the eye - the trouble is, 
who will believe them? No one it seems. Except, perhaps, Edgar. Winner of the 2011 
Blue Peter Book Award for Most Fun Story With Pictures, LUNATICS AND LUCK 
is the third story in this hilarious six book mystery series (with a touch of goth-froth) 
for 9 year olds from bestselling author, Marcus Sedgwick with quirky black and 
white line illustrations from new talent, Pete Williamson. Dedicated website on 
Raven Mysteries: www.ravenmysteries.co.uk  !

 

Mr Gum and the Dancing Bear 
Andy Stanton 
 
Mr Gum returns in the fifth shamelessly hilarious book...Good evening. Do you 
like bears called Padlock? Course you do. Do you like hot-air balloons? Course 
you do. Do you like tall sailing ships with mad sea captains, and horrifying old 
villains and words like 'wab!', 'tungler' and 'kelp'? COURSE you do! Well, guess 
what, you lucky little nibbleheads? This book's got all of those things - and a lot 
more besides. It's a rollicker! It's a frolicker! It's a funtime sun-time yollicker! So 
what you waiting for? Get reading!  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Ottoline and the Yellow Cat  
Chris Riddell 
 
This work introduces Miss Ottoline Brown, an exceptionally inquisitive Mistress 
of Disguise, and her partner in crime, Mr Munroe. No puzzle is ever too tricky for 
the two of them to solve ...Ottoline lives in a stylish apartment in Big City with a 
small hairy creature called Mr Munroe. Together they look after the Brown 
family's eclectic collections - and dabble in a spot of detective work. So they are 
the first to the scene of the crime when a string of high society dog-nappings and 
jewel thefts hits Big City. Ottoline (who luckily has a diploma from the Who-R-U 
Academy of Disguise) and Mr Munroe go undercover - and expose an ingenious 
scam masterminded by furry feline crook, the Yellow Cat.  



















 

Sophie and the Albino Camel 
Stephen Davies  
 
Sophie lives in Gorom-Gorom, with her carnivorous-plant obsessed dad. Despite 
living there for two years and speaking the local language, Sophie finds it difficult to 
make friends. So when she meets Gidaado, a young griot (story-teller), she agrees to 
join him and his albino camel, Chobbal, on a journey to his village. It is not until they 
have set off, that Sophie begins to realise just how dangerous the desert is - it's full of 
djinnis that creep up behind you, and jump on your head and make you go mad. Not 
to mention the infamous Moussa ag Litni, a ruthless bandit who steals camels...  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Stig of the Dump  
Clive King  
 
Barney is a solitary little boy, given to wandering off by himself. One day he is lying 
on the edge of a disused chalk-pit when it gives way and he lands in a sort of cave. 
Here, he meets 'somebody with a lot of shaggy hair and two bright black eyes' wearing 
a rabbit skin and speaking in grunts. He names him Stig. Of course nobody believes 
Barney when he tells his family all about Stig, but for Barney cave-man Stig is totally 
real. They become great friends, learning each others ways and embarking on a series 
of exciting adventures.  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The Butterfly Lion  
Michael Morpurgo  
 
ILLUSTRATED BY CHRISTIAN BIRMINGHAM. A lyrical and moving tale of a 
young boy growing up in Africa, and his lifelong friendship with a white lion. All 
my life I'll think you you, I promise I will. I won't ever forget you. Bertie rescues an 
orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. They are inseparable until Bertie is 
sent to boarding school far away in England and the lion is sold to a circus. Bertie 
swears that one day they will see one another again, but it is the butterfly lion which 
ensures that their friendship will never be forgotten.  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The Dancing Bear 
Michael Morpurgo  
 
A gentle and deeply moving story of a young girl and her bear, told with great charm 
by a master storyteller. High in the mountains, in a tiny village, an abandoned bear 
cub is adopted by a lonely orphan child. Soon they are inseparable, beloved by the 
whole village -- safe, until the arrival of a glamorous film crew who need a dancing 
bear!  



















 

The Firework-maker's Daughter 
Philip Pullman  
 
More than anything else in the world, Lila wants to be a Firework-Maker. But every 
Firework-Maker must make a perilous journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! Can 
Lila possibly survive? Especially when she doesn't know she needs special 
protection to survive his flames...The exciting and heart-warming story of Lila's 
journey to face the fearful fire demon fizzes with fun and drama.  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The Iron 
Man  
Ted Hughes  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The Sheep-pig 
Dick King-Smith  
 
When Babe, the little orphaned piglet, is won at a fair by Farmer Hogget, he is 
adopted by Fly, the kind-hearted sheep-dog. Babe is determined to learn everything 
he can from Fly. He knows he can't be a sheep-dog. But maybe, just maybe, he might 
be a sheep-pig.  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War Boy A Country Childhood 
Michael Foreman  
 
Michael Foreman woke up when an incendiary bomb dropped through the roof of his 
Lowestoft home. Luckily, it missed his bed by inches, bounced off the floor and 
exploded up the chimney. So begins Michael's fascinating, brilliantly illustrated tale 
of growing up on the Suffolk frontline during World War II. He tells how he and his 
friends and family coped with bombing raids and deadly doodlebugs, how gas masks 
were great for making rude noises, and how nothing could beat rabbit pie! '  














 

Why is Snot Green? The Science Museum Question and Answer Book 
Glenn Murphy 
 
Why is snot is green? Do rabbits fart? What is space made of? Where does all the 
water go at low tide? Can animals talk? What are scabs for? Will computers ever be 
cleverer than people? Discover the answers to these and an awful lot of other 
brilliant questions frequently asked at the Science Museum in this wonderfully 
funny and informative book. It is divided into five sections which cover everything 
from the Big Bang to bodily functions and cool gadgets: Lost in Space; The Angry 
Planet; Animal Answers; Being Human; and Fantastic Futures. Two million people 
visit the Science Museum every year to see the extraordinary selection of exhibits 
and objects exploring the past, present and future of human invention and discovery. 
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Woof!  
Allan Ahlberg  
 
He felt a curious tingling in his hands and feet. He felt his nose becoming cold and 
wet, his ears becoming flappy. The thought in his mind was: 'I'm turning into a dog!' 
Eric is a perfectly ordinary boy. Perfectly ordinary that is, until the night when, in 
fifteen seconds flat, he turns into a dog! Eric and his best friend are determined to 
sniff out the truth - what makes an ordinary boy go 'woof'?  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